© GT” 6 * 
33" Bd 4 4. 4 tg * 
* 


* 
* 0 
— 7 


A 


VINDICATION 


— — 


— 
1 ** 


OF THE 1 
Licenſed Chapels in Scotland 
BEING 


An Anſwer to the Objections exhibited againſt 
them, in a Letter addreſſed to the Reverend 
Mr. GxanT at EDINBURGH. 


. 


By PHILANTHROPOs. 


Eſt modus in rebus, ſunt certi denique fines, 
Quoc ultro citroque nequit conſiſtere retum: 


Vike, 


— — 


TO 7 
2 BOL 


Ai 


EDINBURG H, 
Printed in the Year MDCC.. LIX. 


| 1 14 
A Vindication, Sc. 
A S ſome Gentlemen, with the Advice and 


4 good Judgment, have of late taken out 
Letters of Ordination from the Biſhops of England, 
impowering them © to. exerciſe the miniſterial 
Function in ſuch Chapels as are licenſed accor- 
King to Law, many have employed themſelves 
in ſpeculating on the Subject, and their Specula- 
tions are in good Meaſure influenced by the Views 
and Intereſts of the ſeveral Parties to which they are 
reſpectively attached. That ſome of the Presbyterian 
Party ſhould ſet themſelves to oppoſe the Scheme, 
and brand ſuch as are employed in the Execution 
of it with opprobrious. Names and invidious Im- 
putations, can be no Matter of Surpriſe to ſuch as 
reflect on the Spirit and Temper of that Party in 
former Reigns; and who cannot fail to obſerve 
with Regret, that but too many of that De- 
nomination, . either from Principle or political 
Conſiderations, do {till tread the Footſteps of 
their Forefathers. That the Independents ſhould 
whet their Malice, and act from the ſame levek 
ling Principles which inſpired their Progenitors 
during the Cromwelian Uſurpation, might be very 
rationally expected; or that. Men of no Prin- 
ciples, either religious or moral, ſhould diſgorge 
their Venom, might have been eaſily foreſeen: 
But that any of the Epiſcopal Communion ſhould 
ſo far ſuffer themſelves to become the Tools of. 
Presbyterians and Independents, their ſworn and 
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avowed Enemies, as to conſpire with them to 
diſcourage the publick Exerciſe of that religious 
Worthip, for which, in the worſt of Times, they 
have hitherto profeſſed ſo great Veneration; 
that, in their preſent unhappy Circumſtances, 
they ſhould uſe their Endeavours to defeat, the 
kind Intentions of their Siſter-Church of England, 
and reject her profered Aſſiſtance, is Matter of 
Grief to many of their beſt Friends, and Sub- 
je& of Triumph to ſuch as would finally ſubvert 
their moſt ſacred Intereſts. 

1 hope, therefore, it will not be judged either 
unneceſſary or ill timed, in the preſent Conjunc- 
ture, to endeavour to foften and remove ſuch 
Prejudices as are, I think, inadvertently and un- 
adviſedly infuſed into the Minds of many againſt 
the licenſed Chapels in Scotland: And as my 
ſole Intention of entring into the preſent Contro- 

verſy is to promote the eſſential Intereſts of origi- 
nal Chriſtianity, the Proteſtant Religion, and a 
good Underſtanding and Harmony among ſuch 
as profeſs themſelves of 'the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion, 
wherein their real Strength and Glory mainly 
conſiſts, J perſuade myſelf I ſhall find a candid 
and ingenuous Reception among all ſuch as are 
impartial and diſintereſted. My Deſign is not in the 
jeaſt to invade the Rights of any Man, or Society 
of Men, but, in the Spirit of Meekneſs and Chri- 
ſtian Charity, to expoſtulate with ſuch as I hum- 
bly preſume have not ſuffered themſelves to re- 
flect with due Coolneſs and Deliberation on the 
genuine Principles of Chriſtian Prudence, the 
Example of the Catholick Church in the pureſt 
Ages, a the great Rules of Duty and Chriſtian 
Communion 
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Communion practiſed by our Anceſtors in extra- 
ordinary and difficult Emergencies: And iſ I ſhall 
be ſo happy as to reſolve the well- meaning Scruples 
of my Brethren and Fellow-Chriſtians, and awa- 
ken them to a becoming Senſe of their Duty and 
Intereſt, in their preſent uncomfortable . 
ere, I ſhall think my 11 ime and Pains well 
employed. 

That I may abridge the Debate as much as 
both, I ſhall wave the Conſideration of ,what- 
ever is vague and indeterminate, and confine my- 
ſelf to what. is reckoned eſſential or important; 
and as I have lately ſeen a Letter addreſſed to the 
Reverend Mr. Grant, a Miniſter of one of the li- 
cenſed Chapels. in Edinburgh, which, I believe, 
will be acknowledged by all Parties to contain the 

Merits of the.Caule, 4 ſhall endeavour, to, give 
ſuch Anſwers to the ſeveral Objections, propound- 
ed in it, as, I hope, may fatisfy all ſuch as are 
willing to be ſatisfied. *... 

I would only obſerve, before I proceed, chat I 
look on the Author as a ſingle Adverſary i in this 
Cauſe; for he is ſo very hot, imprudent, and 
ſeems to be ſo little experienced in polemick Af- 
fairs, that, in Juſtice to the Epiſcopal Clergy of 
Scotland, I muſt needs perſuade mytelf his Lucu- 
bration has not paſſed under their Review, or re- 
ceived any Inprimatur from them, otherways we 
ihould not have met with ſo much ſpiteful and 
uncharitable Invective againſt their Brethren of 
the eſtabliſhed Church of England, who have a 
Chriſtian Sympathy with them in their preſent di- 
ſtreſſed State, and who may have it in their 


Paw er, on many Occaſions, to do them good Offi- 
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ces. I look upon it ! as his own private 
Compoſure, and, if I take the Liberty of ani- 
madverting on him, now and then, with an honeſt 
and well-intended Severity, I hope ſuch Freedoms 
will be conſtrued as extending only to himſelf, 
and as meant againſt no other Individual, or Set 
Men -  - 3 
One of his Objections is founded upon the In- 
dependency of the Church, and the Honour of 
the Nation of Scotland; both which he thinks 
would be violated by joining in Communion 
with the licenſed Chapels. The Church of 
* Scotland, ſays he, is diſtin from, and indepen- 
dent upon that of England; her Biſhops, as all 
« Catholick Biſhops ought to be, are ſupreme 
and abſolute in their own Dioceſſes, account- 
able to no other Tribunal than the Almighty's 
* 11 Heaven, and a general Council upon 
Earth. The Orthodox Church of England 
« ſhe loves indeed, and honours as a Siſter, but 
ever did, ever, I truſt in God, will diſdain to 
own her as a Sovereign. No Biſhops have a 
« Right to interfere in our Affairs, no Biſhops 
can do it, fave in the Way of friendly Ad- 
« vice, but upon the Ruins of Catholick Unity, 
« and by incurring the Guilt of Uſurpation.— 
And now, Sir, if this be the Caſe, the Englifh 
« Biſhops, by authoriſing you, and others in this 
"1 « Kingdom, have moſt notoriouſly infringed the 
| Laus of Chriſtian ' Communion, have given a 
[ mortal Stab to the Church of Chriſt, and of- 
| * fered an opprobrious Inſult to my Country. 
* —As I am a Scot/man, ſo J think, if I know 
'* myſclf, I have a Scottiſh Heart, and highly 
| revere 
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s revere my native Soil, (which, by the By, ir @ 
very crude Expreſſion) and am jealous of its Pri- 
« vileges. I read with Pleaſure the glonons 
* Defences of our Forefathers in the Cauſe of Li- 
© berty, their noble Struggles for the Indepen- 
* dency of Church and State, and am fired with 
* Indignation at thoſe: mean-ſpirited Souls that 
can baſely truckle under a foreign Yoke. If 
* this is the Caſe, the Queſtion is not barely, 
© whether we ſhall be Members of the Catho- 
© lick or a Schiſmatical Communion, which, 
& 
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doubtleſs, is of the higheſt Importance to our 
Salvation, but whether we ſhall be Scots or 
Engliſhmen, whether we ſhall maintain our Li- 
berty as a Chriſtian Society, or tamely ſubmit 
to Thraldom, and own a foreign Juriſdiction. 
If this is the Caſe, Sir, your, and your Bre- 
thren's "Aſſemblies are Encroachments on my 
Country; and, as 1 ſhall ever make it my Duty, 
© and reckon it my Glory to oppoſe them, fo I 
am confident no one will countenance them, 
but he that, in the Breaſt of a Scoz/man, has the 
Heart of a Foreigner. | 
This Gentleman, as appears from his Letter, 
was baptized and educated, and has lived in the 
Communion of the Epiſcopal Church of Scor- 
land; but, as ſhe is now deprived of the Benefit 
of publick Worſhip, and the open Uſe of the 
Sacraments, he declares himſelf willing to ſeek 
out ſome other Society of Chriſtians, wherein, 
with Safety to his Conſcience, he may. enjoy the 
Chriſtian Ordinances openly. That Society that 
bids faireſt for this in Scotland, he tells us, is the 
Church of England; but as there are ſome Ob- 


jections 
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jections againſt her Communion, that, to him, 
are important, he cannot, it would ſeem, joif 
with us unleſs theſe are removed; and therefore 


he applies to the Reverend Mr. Grant for the 


Reſolution of his Scruples. 1511 

How far our Author maintains the glorious 
Character of a candid and impartial Inquirer af- 
ter Truth, and whether he ſincerely wants a Re- 
ſolution of his pretended Scruples, or rather to 
create and inflame 322 Diſtinctions, is but 
too apparent from the Lone and Spirit of his 
Letter. He with great Impropriety drops the 
Character of a modeſt and ſerious Inquirer, and 
aſſumes that of an imperious Dictator and Judge. 


i He does not ingenuouſly propoſe his Objections, 


but preſcribes with Authority to others. He does 
not argue, but domineers. He does not reaſon 
like a Chriſtian Philoſopher, but declaims like a 
furious Incendiary, or a popular and ſeditious De- 
magogue, ſcattering Arrows, Firebrands, and 
Death, and conſequently acts quite out of Charac- 
ter. I would only ask any ſober thinking Man, 


whether the Air of a modeſt and ſincere Diſqui- 


ſition of Truth, or that of a confirmed Bigot and 
determined Party-Man, appears moſt in his jejune 
and declamatory Periods. Periods which are vi- 
ſibly addreſſed to the Paſſions and Prejudices, not 
to the cool Reaſon and unbiaſſed Judgments of 
Mankind: And ſo implacably ſcrupulous is his 
tender Conſcience, as, like the Dragon in the 
Revelations, to caſt out of his Mouth a Flood of 
wrathful Invectives againſt ſuch as, I may fay 
without the leaſt Exaggeration, are much wiſer 
and better than himſelf, and who in Reality never 
TR meant 


* . 


meant him any Harm, This ſure is not the. ſoſt 
cooing Voice of the Turtle, but the diſmal Note 
of the Raven. I am heartily ſorry, for the Sak:« 
of our common , Chriſtianity, which. is a'Religt- 
on of: Love and Benevolence, that I ſhould be 
under any Neceſſity of making ſuch very un- 
orateful Reflections. I am wholly ignorant oſ 
the Gentleman's Name or Character; but am 
willing to appcal to the Publick, whether ſuch 
an imperious, reſolved, declamatory, and vindics 
tive Spirit, be either conſiſtent with-the Genius 
of our holy Religion, or the mild Character of 
Philalethes, a Lover ef Truth, under which he 
has ſubſcribed his Letter. For my Part, I mult 
honeſtly. declare, that 1 look upon an Infringe- 
ment of the moral Laws and Precepts of Chriſti- 
anity to be Hereſy and Schiſm, as dangerous in 
its Nature, if not more fatal in its Conſequences, 
than many Things which have been defined to 
be ſo by the Authority of Popes and general 
Councils. I hope the Gentleman will not. be 
offended, for I do not in the leaſt mean to offend 
him, when J tell him, that, had it not been for 
the Sake of fome few characteriſtick Terms he has 
uſed, 1 ſhouk have taken his Objection, as above 
recited, for the Rant of ſome hot-headed Presby- 
terians againſt the Union and the Cath of Supre- 
macy, during the Adminiſtration of the Earl of Ox- 
ford: And to do him Juſtice, he will ind, zutat:s 
mutandis, tliat it is really a Maſter-Piccein their Way. 
There is another Impropriet; I mult take No- 
tice of in the Letter-Writer's Stile, when he tells 
us, That the Church of Scotland is independent 
upon that of England; and if this be the Cale, 
* fays he, the Engl ——_—_ by authoring * 
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and others in this Kingdom, have moſt nutori- 


* ouſly infringed the Laws of Chriſtian Commu- 


nion, and given a mortal Stab to the Church 


* of Chriſt. Monſtrous Paricide indeed! But 
does the Life and Exiſtence of the Church of 
Chriſt upon Earth depend indeed on the Life 
and Exiſtence of the preſent Epiſcopal Church of 


Scotland? If ſhe, by Chance, ſhould be flain, 
poor Innocent! by the Hand of ſome unmerci- 


tal Tyrant, the Catholick Church being thereby 
mortally wounded, muſt neceſſarily expire, and 
the Gates of Hell prevail againſt her. An Hy- 
perbole of this Kind, I think, in our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances eſpecially, and even in any Circum- 


- ſtances, might have been well ſpared; for it 1s 


ſach as no Church, reformed or unreſormed, will 


thank him for: And were it true, in the literal 
. Senſe, the Primate of Scotland would have by far 


a better Right to . Peter's Chair, than his Ho- 
lineſs himſelf, and St. Andrew would with great 
Propriety commence the Vicar af Chriſt upon 
Earth. 

But this will not ſatisfy him, he muſt employ a 
mean juggle to blind weak Eyes: I he Engliſh 
* Biſhops, he zells us, have infringed the Laws 
* of Chriſtian Communion, and offered an op- 
* probrious Inſult to his Country.” Now, if we 
ask him who the Engliſh Bilhops truly and pro- 
perly are, he tells us expreſly, in his Letter, they 
are the Adherents and Followers of Archbiſhop 
Sancroft, who was deprived at the Revolution, 
and that Tillolſon and his Followers are to be con- 
ſidered only as Intruders and Schiſmaticks. Have 
then the nonjurant Biſhops of ZEng/and, who are 


the only true orthodox Bilhops, according to our 


one | 
Author, and whom he loves and honours ſo 
much, interfered in the Affairs of the Church of 
Scotland, or invaded the Independency of the Scot- 
tiſh Biſhops ? If they have, the only ſolid Reaſon 
that can be aſſigned for it is, the. unſeaſonable 
and indiſcreet Introduction of ſome Innovations 
into the Church, by ſuch perhaps as loved to 
have the Pre-eminence: And when Men are 
under a Neceſſity to take ſome peculiar Meaſures 
for the Safety of their Conſciences, the Innova- 
tors are to be deemed the Uſurpers and Schiſ- 
maticks, by driving them to ſuch Extremes, in 
expreſs Violation of the immutable Laws of 
Brotherly Love and Chriſtian Forbearance. But, 
if Uſurpers and Schiſmaticks have interfered with 
their Affairs, Why ſo much Surpriſe, and ſuch 
horrid Outcries? Is it not of the Nature of Schiſm 


and Uſurpation to propagate and extend their 


Juriſdiction? Could any Thing better be expected 
from them? But, alas! how mean and trifling is it, 
thus to ring ſuch Changes with equivocal Terms, 
and to ſenſe and unſenſe Words to ſerve a Turn? 

Our Author, I indeed ſay it with Reluctance, 
plays the ſame Game with the preſent eſtabliſhed 
Church of England, as the Seceders do with the 
preſent eſtabliſhed Kirk of Scotland: He employs 
the very ſame 'Lopicks, makes Uſe of the fame 
opprobrious Names, retails the ſame vindictive 
Phraſe, aſſerts the ſame Independency of the 
Church on the civil Powers, and breathes the 
ſame Spirit and "Temper. If he is not really a 
Seceder himſelf, he muſt, if I miſtake not, be 
a mighty Connoitleur in their Twopenny Pam- 
phlets, induſtriouſly diſperſed by the Hawkers and 
Pedlars. 


* rere 
——— —gy—ͤ̃ — U—[— —— ——pů—̃ — 2 — — Wi i 


R — - 1 


— — eng —— — 
TS 


e e Bonn en 


1 

Pedlars. If he 93 of that Sect, he 
muſt be aſhamed of being found in ſuch Com- 
pany, and thus vending their peculiar Language 
and Principles: For, if their Principles and Party- 
Idioms are bad and unjuſtifiable in themſelves, 
if they be tyrannical, and in their own Nature 
inconſiſtent with the civil and religious Liberties 
of Men and Chriſtians, they muſt be invariably 
and unalterably ſo under all Perſuaſions, in all 
Societies and Denominations of Men whatſoever. 
But our epiſtolary Champion ſeems to think that 
Power is always dangerous and uſurped, but 
when lodged in the merciful Hands of a deſpotick 
Clergy, accountable to no other Tribunal than 
the Almighty's in Heaven, and a general Coun- 
cl upon Earth, which, conſidering Europe is 
now divided into ſo many Kingdoms and States 
of different Intereſts, is next to an Impoſſibility. 

Our Author owns, that the Epiſcopal Church 
of Scotland is, for the preſent, deprived of her ꝓu- 
blick Worſhip, and the open Uſe of the Sacra» 
ments. I would ask, then, Whether the Church 
is more properly in a viſible or in an inviſible 
State? Or whether a Church, whoſe Altars and 


Adminittrations are neither deer nor open, 
Senſe of the Word, 


may be {aid, in the genuine 
to be viſible and open? Can therefore a Church 
which 1s inviſible, with good Senſe, or any de- 
cent Propriety of Language, pretend to the fame 
external viſible Prerogatives, and excluſive Juril- 
dictions, as one that enjoys the free and publick 
Exerciſe of all her Functions, and the Protection 
of the Laws? If the Epiſcopal Church of Scot- 


nal 


land were in the full Enjoyment of all her exter- 
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nal Prerogatives, ſhe then might perhaps com- 
plain, with Juſtice, of the Meaſures purſued at 
preſent by the Biſhops of England: But to lay 
Claim, in an inviſible depreſſed State, to the fame 
Power of Juriſdiction. ſhe poſſibly might juſtly 
claim in a viſible and flouriſhing. Condition, can 
be deemed nothing elſe but a wild Rant of En- 
thuſiaſm; as it .phinly implies, that there is no 
eſſential Difference betwen a viſible and an invi- 
{ible Church, between a depreſſed and flouriſſing 
one; which, upon the Matter, is much the ſame 
Thing as to ſay, that there is no eſſential Diffe- 
rence. between a blind Man, and one that has 
the full Uſe of his Opticks. But if the Epiſcopal 


Clergy of Scotland don't ſee the Difference at pre- 


ſent, they mult certainly feel it: And I would 
ask our Author, Whether he could poſſibly have 
made heavier Complaints, or louder Qutcries, a- 
gainſt the Biſhops of: England, than he has done, 
even on the Suppoſition that the Biſhops of Scot- 
land were at preſent in the Plenitude of external 


Juriſdiction? Or whether he ſpeaks the Language 


of Affliètion and Perſecution, or expreſſes himſelf 
in the imperious Stile of one ſupported by the 
civil Eſtabliſhment, . and the Authority of the 
Laws? The common Adage tells us, Tempora mu» 
tuntur, Oe nos mutamur in illis; but our Author muſt 
needs give us a ſenſible Proof, in his own Perſon, 
that gencral Rules have their Exceptions. 5 
J mult here take the Liberty to ſay, that 
ſome Wellwiſhers are of Opinion, that the high 
Claims of the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, and 
their Love of Power when they enjoyed the ci- 
vil Eſtabliſhment, contributed more than any 
| One 
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one other Thing to the Downfal of that ſacred 

Order: And if their Sucoeſſors, under a State of 
civil Depreſſion, as our Author would inſinuate, | 
ſhould lay Claim even to higher Powers than 

their Predeceſſors did, when eſtabliſhed. by: Law, | 
it would neceſſarily raiſe a very ungracious and 
forbidding Idea, even in the Minds of many of 
their beſt Friends, and prove, perhaps, an unſur- 
mountable Obſtacle in the Way of their future 
Reſtoration; for it would be the moſt miſchievous 
Handle they could poſſibly furniſh their Adverſa- 
| ries with againſt them. -If the Young Hero, whom 
they profeſs to hold in ſo great Veneration, is ſo 
wiſe as he is given out to be, he might poſſibly 
entertain an exalted Opinion of their Zeal, but 
would needs have a very deſpicable Notion of 
their Wiſdom. Affliction and Diſtreſs has redu- 
ced moſt Sects to Coolneſs of Sentiment, and mo- 
derate Councils; but our Author would perſuade 
us it had a quite contrary Effect on the Epiſco- 
pal Perſuaſion in Scotland : They, according to 
him, ſtill talk in the Language of eccleſiaſtick 
Princes, dictate in the lofty Stile of Power and 
Domination, and ſpeak as if they were free Men, 
while, at the fame Time, they confeſs themſelves 
to be deprived of their Liberty. The Epiſcopal 
Church of Scotland is for the preſent ſhut up, and 
9 reſtrained ſrom the publick Exerciſe of their 
1 Functions; their Siſter-Church of England ſends 
ſome well diſpoſed Perſons, with Inſtructions, 
to vifit them whilſt ſick and in Priſon, and 
to comfort them; but ſo obſtinate and ſelſ-willed 
are the poor unhappy Priſoners, as to refuſe all 
fuch Conſolation, to reject the moſt friendly 
ne Councils 
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Councils and Alles and even loudly complain 
of the generous and charitable Office, as an arbt- 
trary Encroachment upon their inherent Rights: 
Vea, ſo reſolute are they, and ſo determined on 
their own Deſtruction, as to clench and rivet 
their Fetters, and die in the Houſe of their Priſon. 
In ſuch beautiful Colours does our Letter- Writer 
exhibit them! 5 1 
The Sum of what has been ſaid amounts to 
this, that, tho the Independency and intrinfick 
Power of the Church of Scotland may be lodged 
in the Perſons of the Biſhops and Clergy, by: Vir- 
tue of an inherent Right; yet, in her preſent af- 
flicted State, ſhe is reſtrained from the external Ex- 


erciſe of that Right, and conſequently deprived 


of Viſibility. The Biſhops of Scotland may there- 
fore be ſupreme and abſolute in their own: Dio- 
ceſſes, in Point of inherent Right, but no Man 
in his Senſes can ſay, they are, in their preſent 
Circumſtances, ſupreme and abſolute, with re- 
ſpect to the external Exertion of it, becauſe that 
would be a flat Contradiction to the Laws in 


Being. What Right then is infringed, or what 


true Propoſition denied, by the preſent Conduct 
of the Biſhops of England? All that can fairly be 
inferred from it is this, that tho' the intrinſick Power 
of the Church may be veſted in the Scots Bi- 
ſhops by inherent Right, yet, being for the pre- 
ſent deprived of all publick Worſhip and external 
Juriſdiction, the Biſhops of England, at the Re- 
queſt of ſeveral Perſons of the Epiſcopal Perſua- 
ſion in Scotland, have granted Letters of Ordi- 
nation for the Preſervation of the publick Wor- 


thip of the Church, which, in many Places, had 


noc 
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got ſome a been taken, would hate 
. wholly extinct, now that the Clergy are pre- 
<cluded by Law from the publick Exerciſe of 

their Functions. oth 8015 „ 
Acre therefore the Biſhops and Clergy of Scot- 
und, in their preſent afflicted State, ſuch Lovers 
of Power and ſpiritual Domination, as to prefer 
their own Honour and perſonal Rights, which 
are Matters of extra-eſſential Conſideration, to the 
publick Worſhip of the Church, and the Edifica- 
tion of the Body of Chriſt? Is the publick Wor- 
ſhip of the Church, and the Adminiſtration of 
the holy Sacraments, a Matter of ſuch trifling 
- Conſideration, as to be wholly abandoned and 
deſerted, from a blind Regard to the Rights of a 
Sett of Men who cannot now promote the ſacred 
- Purpoſes for which they were originally veſted 
with them ? Are not the ſame religious Doctrines 
inculcated, the fame pious, Forms of Worſhip ce- 
lebrated, and the ſame Sacraments adminiſtred, ii: 
| the licenſed Chapels, as were formerly in their E- 
'| piſcopal Congregations ? And it the publick Wor- 
i ſhip of the Chapels is accompanicd with a genuine 
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Devotion, and proceeds from an inward Purity of 
Heart, muſt not the Deity be well pleaſed with 
ſuch a reaſonable Service? Or have the Eſſen- 
| tials of Religion any Connection with the Claims 
1 of civil Power and Authority ? If pure Religion, 
and undefiled before God and the Father, depen- 
(| ded on the Rights or Countenance of the Magi- 
| ſtrate, we ſhould have had no ſuch "Thing as 
1 true Religion for the three firſt Centuries; and 
[ yet ſuch was the Piety of the primitive Chriſti— 

ans, that they, in Obedience to the Apoſtolick Ju- 
Junc- 
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junctions, offered Prayers and Supplications for 
the Roman Emperors, who were not only Hea- 
thens, but the moſt notorious Uſurpers, and con- 


It is alſo to be obſerved, that, were the Biſhops 
of Scotland to be reſtored to 'the full Exercife of 
their Functions, ſuch as have taken Orders from 
the Engliſh Biſhops, by the Canons of the Church, 
would become as much ſubject to the. Sc, Bi- 
ſnops, as if they themſelves had ordained them: 
For the Truth of the Matter is, the Gentlemen 
who officiate in the licenſed Chapels are not or- 
dained Miniſters of the Epiſcopal Church of 
Scotland, but Presbyters of the Catholick Church, 
and conſequently have a Right to preſide in the 
"Worſhip, and adminiſtrate the Sacraments of the 
Church, in whatever Places of the World they may 
be employed, or can do it conveniently, aſter the 
Examples of the Presbyters of the primitive 
Church before the Eſtabliſhment of Chriftiant- 
ty. With what Juſtice then does our Author 
charge the Biſhops of England with deſtroying the 
Unity of the Catholick Church? For all true 
Proteſtants aſſert the Unity of the Catholick 
Church to conſiſt, not only in canonical Subjec- 
tion to regular Biſhops, but alſo in the pure Preach- 
ing of God's Word, the Belief of the eſſential 
Doctrines of Religion, in the due Adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments, and the Exercile of Brotherly 
Love and Chriſtian Forbearance, even amidſt a 
Diverſity of external Forms, and all ſuch Dif- 
terences of Opinion as are conſiſtent with Since- 
rity. But it would feem, according to our Au— 
thor's Sentiments, if the Biſhop of any particu! 
45 8 


ar 
10 


Iv — 
1 * 4 * - 
FP ons in OE VO OE Preprnryy ramtr i Toy — 4 
® , — : — * _ hat * 7 
- — — W 
— — LS — 


18 

Dioceſe ſhould, by his own Authority, or in Con- 
currence with ſome of his Colleagues, introduce 
a Syſtem of novel Rites, and ordain the Uſe and 
Practice of them as Terms of Catholick Com- 
munion, under Pretence of canonical Obedience, 
ſuch of the Clergy, as could not comply with a 
fafe Conſcience, would be thereby cut off from 
the Communion of the Catholick Church, and 
might be juſtly excommunicated: But this I 
ſhould look upon as an arbitrary and tyrannical 
Violation of Catholick Unity, which 1s an Uni- 
ty of Love and Forbearance, otherways every 
Biſhop might become a Pope in his own Dioceſe. 
Catholick Unity implies a Communion in pious 
Offices; and if the affording an Opportunity, to 
ferious and well-diſpoſed Chriſtians, to hold pu- 
blick Communion with one another, in the pre- 
cious Myſteries of our holy Religion, is not to be 
deemed a pious and Chriſtian Office, I know 
none that deſerve the Character; and ſo far is it 
from being a Violation of Catholick Unity, that 
it preſerves it. = 
The Engliſh. Biſhops, therefore, J dare ſay, in 
the Opinion of all the Proteſtant Churches, have 
acted as Fathers of the Church, by diſcovering 
ſuch a pious Concern for the Preſervation of its 
publick Worſhip, as they have in many other In- 
ſtances given ample . Proofs of it to the whole 
Chriſtian World, and particularly by their Homer 
rous Largeſſes and Benefactions to the Greek 
Church; and our Author ſeems to aſſume too 
much of the Spirit of Fanaticiſm, when he. tells 
us, that he is fired with Indignation at thoſe 
mean-ſpirited Souls that can baſely truckle under 


| 19 
a foreign Yoke ; for I mult tell him, I hope with 
equal Honour and Virtue, that I have ſuch an 
Opinion of the Piety, Moderation and Chriſtian 
Temper to be found among the Engliſh Biſhops, 
that I would much rather chuſe to ſubmit myſelf 
to their Chriſtian-like Juriſdiction, than become 
ſubject to any Sett of domeſtick Tyrants what- 
ſoever; Men who, as our Author would paint 
them, diſcover by far a greater Regard for their 
own high-ſounding Titles, than for the Eſſentials 
of Chriſtianity, and the ſpiritual Good of the 
Church ; and who fondly imagine, that all the 
Lines of Catholick Unity center in their own ſa- 
cred Perſons. If Men under Affliction breathe 
ſuch a wrathful Spirit, and make ſuch vain and 
impotent Bravadoes, What would they do in the 
Exuberance of Power ? Or does Catholick Uni- 
ty depend on ſuch fairy and romantick Claims, as 
would almoſt perſuade one that a Spirit of religi- 


ous Knight-Errantry has of late been introduced 
into the Church ? 


That the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland would 
gladly aſſume a Power inconſiſtent with the Right 
of private Judgment, and the Liberties of Man- 
kind, is apparent from their preſent Conduct, as 
the Letter-Writer repreſents it. Have not the 

Gentlemen of the Laity, who ſupport the licenſed 
Chapels, both a natural and religious Right to 
worſhip God in ſuch a Way as they judge moſt 
acceptable to him in their preſent Circumſtances ? 
Why then alarm them with imaginary Terrors? 
Why uſe ſuch Arguments to frighten them from it, 
as the Roman Catholicks made Uſe of to ſcare our 
Forefathers from the Reformation? I am inform- 
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ed ſome of our Epiſcopal Clergy are graciouſly 
pleaſed to ſtile the Miniſters of the licenſed Chapels 
Independents ; but whenever they ſhall give an 
Example of an Independent taking out Orders 
from a Biſhop in England, profeſſing canonical O- 
bedience, uſing the Liturgy of the Church in all 
his Miniſtrations, and at the ſame Time generouſly 
promoting the Good of the Catholick Church of 
Chriſt, in oppoſition to ſuch as would lord it o- 
ver God's Heritage, I fancy the licenſed Clergy 
will gladly own the Juſtice of the Epithet, and 
that they have been dubbed Independents, not 
from Malice, but in the Spirit of Chriſtian Chart 
ty. However, I think it very unbecoming, thus 
invidiouſty to tax any Sett of Men with the 
Character of Independents, when they themſelves, 
it would ſeem, are fo eagerly graſping after ſuch 
an abſolute Independency in the Church, as 
would neceſſarily reduce the Laity to a State of 
the moſt conſummate Thraldom, and make them 
groan, in good earneſt, under the futile Yoke of 
an arbitrary and deſpotick Prieſthood; the Yoke 
of Ignorance, blind Credulity, and implicite Faith: 
For I fhall undertake to prove to a Demonſtrati- 
on, that, from this very ſame Principle of the ab- 
ſolute Supremacy of the Church, and its Inde- 
pendency on the State, all the monſtrous Uſurpa- 
tions, all the flaviſh Doctrines and Superſtitions 
of the Church of Rome have been originally de- 
©, 

It is alſo worthy of Obſervation, that, if the 
Project of licenſed Chapels had not been deviſed, 
ſuch as were formerly Members of the Epiſcopal 


Congregations, for Want of publick Worſhip, 


might, 


I 
{ 
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might, by a Variety of Temptations, have been 
ſeduced to join Communion with the reſpective 
Parties which at preſent ſubſiſt among us; and, in 
a very few Years, the Bulk of them, not to men- 
tion their Poſterity, .might have been found di- 
vided among the eſtabliſhed Kirk, the Seceders 
and Independents. The Epiſcopal Communion, 
therefore, in all Likelyhood, would have been 
totally extinguiſhed in a ſhort Time. And if 
ſame worthy Perſons, from a deep Senſe of ſuch 
threatning Preſages, and from a generous Con- 
cern for the primitive Forms of Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, have uſed their pious Endeavours to feed 
the dying Lamp of Epiſcopacy, now quivering 
on a Point, and ready to expire; it they are ſtrug- 
gling to preſerve that Apoſtolick Form of Wor- 
thip and Government in Scotland, in Spite of the 
Oppolition of all ſuch as would reſiſt them; I ſhall 
leave it to the Arbitration of impartial Judges to 
determine, who they are, that, in the Breaſt of a 
Scotſinan, have the unchriſtian Heart of a Fo- 
reigner ; what Sort of Perſons they may be 
thought to be, who make it their Glory to oppoſe 
the pious and goodly Project ; and who they are 
that are molt likely to reduce the Laity of Scot- 
land, either under a deſpotick or foreign Juriſdic- 
tion ; or what Sentiments are to be formed of 
ſuch as would, in the preſent Conjuncture, de- 
prive them of the publick Ordinances of divine 
Worſhip. Let the honeſt Laity, who formerly 
frequented Epiſcopal Congregations, ſeriouſly 
lay their Hands upon their Scots Hearts, and in- 
genuouſly declare who the Perſons are who 
nave provided for them a Refuge from the * 
an 
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and a Covert from the Tempeſt, and who have 
opened Sanctuaries for them in the Wilderneſs, 
where they may worſhip God according to their 
"accuſtomed Forms, none daring to make them 
afraid. Who then are the generous Patriots, and 
ſuch as glow with Love to their native Country? 
Who are the provident and tenderShepherds, that 
lead their Flocks into green Paſtures, and beſide 
the quiet Waters ? Let the Laity judge of their 
true Friends, not by their Profeſſions, but by their 
Actions. It is a Maxim received, and followed 
in ſome Meafure by Men of all Perſuaſions, 
that, in many Cafes, we muſt take the World as 
we find it, and make the beſt of ſuch "Things as for 
the preſent we cannot reform, I wiſh the Uſe and 
Importance of this Leſſon were more unvierſally 
underſtood by all our religious Denominations ; for 
it would not only prevent many of our malevo- 
lent Party-Bickerings, and compoſe our unhappy 
Diviſions, but ſuch a patient Reſignation of our- 
ſelves, to the Will of Heaven, would intitle us to 
future Favours and Protection. Men under all 
Circumſtances ought to ſhew themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, by having ſome Regard, at leaſt, to the Laws 

of Chriſtian Prudence and Decency. 

I know it is ſaid, that Heads of Families ought 
to read the Prayers of the Church to their Chi 
dren and Servants in private, and that this, in the 
preſent Situation of Things, may ſufficiently pre- 
ſerve their Worſhip. But this ſeems to diſcover 

a Want of due Concern for the precious Intereſts 
of immortal Souls, to which all Party-Claims and 
Notions ought to give Place; for, not to inſiſt on 
the Impracticability of it in many Cales, * holy 

acra- 


en 
Sacrament ſeems hereby to bo din in a Manner 
unneceſſary: Beſides, this Argument proves too 
much, and therefore proves nothing; ſor, if pri- 
vate Worſhip were ſufficient in any Caſe, many 
would be apt to infer, that publick Worſhip was 
at leaſt uneſſential, and conſequently both Epif- 
copal Congregations and licenſed Chapels would 
be proportionably unneceſſary. And how far 
ſuch a Way of Reaſoning may give Counte- 
nance to the atheiſtical Contempt of publick Wor- 
ſhip, which too much prevails in the preſent Age, 
I leave to the ſerious Conſideration of all ſuch 
as make Uſe of it. But can any Man of com- 
mon Senſe be ſo far loſt to Reaſon, as to ſay, 
that private Worſhip is as ſufficient for the Preſer- 
vation of Religion, as the publick Aſſemblies of 
God's Houſe, wherein, he tells us, he delights to 
dwell? Men muſt be reduced to a wretched Con- 
dition indeed, when they are obliged to have. Re- 
courſe to ſuch ſophiſtical and irreligious Evaſions. 
I fain would know the Reaſon why the Epi- 
ſcopal Clergy were ſo mute when the qualified 
Chapels were firſt introduced, long before the 
Forty five? Were they not equally Encroach- 
ments on the Epiſcopal Prerogatives with the 
preſent Ones? Why, then, blow the Trumpet 
in Zion, and ſound an Alarm, when Men are 
only doing what was done beforc without any 
Alarm? | et waited by 
But, if the taking out of Orders from the-Engliſh 
Biſhops be, in Reality, inconſiſtent with the In- 
dependency of the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, 
I am very much afraid, that, according to this 
Reaſoning, there will be found to be no Inde- 
pendency 
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dency at all in it; for the Epiſcopal Character 
— F — in Scotland, if — — it ta its 
Source, was originally derived from the Biſho 
of England. Let us only reflect a little on the 
two Periods when Epiſcopacy was eſtabliſhed in 
Scotland, the one in the Reign of King James the 
Sixth, the other in that of King Charles the Se- 
cond. King James, it is true, before he went to 
England, was at Pains to preſerve the Name of 
Biſhop and Archbiſhop in Scotland, but they were 
only nominal or titular ; for we find, upon his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne of England, he wrote to the 
titular 1 of Glaſgow, commanding him 
to come to London, and bring two other Biſhops 
along with him. When they came ta Court, 
the King told them, that, to his great. Charge, he 
had recovered the Biſhopricks out of the Hands of 
thoſe that poſſeſſed them, and beſtowed them on 
ſuch as he hoped would prove worthy: of their 
Places; but fince he could not make them Bi- 
ſhops, and they could not aſſume that Honour to 
themſelves, and becauſe there was not in. Scotland 
a ſufficient Number to enter Charge by Conſecra- 
tion, he had called them to England, that, being 
conſecrated themſelves, they might at their Re- 
turn give Ordination to thoſe at Home, and ſo 
the Adverſaries Mouths would be ſtopped, who 
ſaid that he did take upon him to create Biſhops, 
and beſtow ſpiritual Offices, which he never did, 
nor would preſume to do, acknowledging that 
Authority to belong to Chriſt alone, and thoſe 
he had authoriſed with his Power. The Arch- 
biſhop, in the Name of the reſt, replied, 'I hat 
they were willing to obey his Majelty's Deſire, 
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and were' only apprehenſive, that the Church of 


Seotland, by reaſon of old. Uſurpations, might 
take it for a Sort of Subjection to the Church of 
England, Whereupon the King told them be 
had ſufficiently provided againſt that ; for neither 
ſhould the Archbiſhop of Caiterbiry nor York, 
who were the only Pretenders, have any Hand in 
the Buſineſs, and that they ſhould be conſecrat- 
ed by the Biſhops of London, Ely and Bath, The 
Scots Biſhops thanking his Majeſty for the Care 
he had of their Church, and profeſſing their 
Willingneſs to obey what he commanded,” the 
21ſt of October 1610. was appointed to be the 
Time, and the Chapel of London Houſe the Place 
of Conſecration. 

Meanwhile a Queſtion was noe by Dr: 
Andrews Biſhop of Eh, touching their Conſecra- 
tion, who, as he ſaid, "Behoved firſt to be ordain- 
ed Presbyters, as they had received no Ordination 
from a Biſhop. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
who was occaſionally preſent at that Time, ſaid 
there was no Neceſſity for that, ſeeing, where Bi- 
ſhops could not be had, the Ordination given by 
the Presbyters mult be eſteemed lawful, other- 
ways it might be doubted if there were any law- 
ful Vocation in many of the reformed Churches. 
The other Biſhops concurring in the ſame Senti- 
ment, Ey ſubmitted, and the Scots Biſhops were 
conſecrated accordingl y. 

In like Manner, after the Reſtoration of King 
Charles the Second, as Syd/erf was the only ſur⸗ 
viving Biſhop, Archbiſhop Sharp, Leighton, and 
others, were conſecrated at London by the Biſhops 
of Enplard, only with this Difference, thatithe 
D Z 181 if 
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EngliſhBiſhops inſiſted, that, agreeably to the late 
Act of Uniſormity, they ſhould be ordained Dea- 
cons and Prieſts previous to their Conſecration; 
which was done accordingly, notwithſtanding 
of former Ordination by the Scots Presbyterians. 
Can our Author, after this, have the Effrontery 
to maintain, that the receiving Orders from the 
Engliſh Biſhops infers Subjection to the Church of 
England, and Submiſſion to a foreign Juriſdiction ? 
If he does, I can demonſtrably prove, without 
the Help of a pedantick Syllogiſm, that the Bi- 
ſhops of Scotland are neceſſarily and undeniabl 
ſubject to the Church of England, and thereſore 


ought to own its Juriſdiction, and tamely ſub- 


mit to their preſent Thraldom. And I would 
gladly know, whether theſe two Periods of Hi- 
ſtory, I have recited, are among the glorious De- 
fences of our Forefathers in the Cauſe of Liber- 
ty, the reading whereof gives our Author ſo much 


Pleaſure ? I know nothing can poſſibly be replied 


to this, fave only that the Neceſſity of the Times 
compelled them to it. And has not the Neceſſity 
of the Times compelled the Miniſters of the li- 
cenſed Chapels to do the fame Thing, for the 
Preſervation of the publick Worſhip of God in 
Imitation of their Example? For, by the preſent 
Laws, there can be no publics Worſhip in the 
Epiſcopal Way, unleſs the Miniſters be ordained 
by the Biſhops of Ergland or Ireland. | 

I now procced to the Conſideration of another 
Objection which the Author is pleaſed to pro- 
pound, tho indeed it be materially the ſame with 


the former. It has, I think, /azs he, been the 


* the Belief of the Catholick Church, from the 
| Apo- 
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Apoſtolick Age to this Day, that the Biſhops 
of every Church are the ſupreme Governors 
of it; that to them the inferior Clergy are ac- 
countable, and without their Authority have no 
Right to exerciſe their Functions. The Canons 
of the Church, I am told, are clear on this Sub- 


ject; Canons, too, that are not temporary and 


alterable, becauſe founded upon an immutable 
Reaſon, to wit, the Preſervation of Peace and 
Order.—Now they, it is ſaid, tell us, that Prieſts 
and Deacons ought to act in Subordination to 
the Biſhop of that Dioceſe' wherein they live; 
that, if any officiate without his Leave, or by 


© the Authority of any other Biſhop, both they 


that act, and he that authoriſes them to act, are 


© involved in the Guilt of Sehiſm, and liable to 


Depoſition; and yet theſe Canons, Sir, if I miſ- 
take not, you every Day violate and trample 


© on, and conſequently are obnoxious to the Pu- 


niſnment threatned by them. To give this 
Argument its due Weight, 1 beg Leave to put 
it into the Form of a Syllogiſm, and ſo reduced 
it may ſtand thus. | | 

If the Biſhops of Scotland are lawful Biſhops, 
and conſequently Governors for God of the 
Church of Scotland ; then Mr. Grant, Mr. Paul, 
and the Engliſh ordained Clergy, who act in 
Oppoſition to them, act in Oppoſition to God. 
* But the Biſhops of Scotland are lawful Biſhops, 
and conſequently Governors for God of the 


* Church of Scotland: 


Therefore Mr. Grant, Mr. Paul, and the 

Engliſh ordained Clergy, who act in Oppoſition 

to them, act in Oppoſition to God.” 
Thus, 
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Ius the Miniſters of the licenſed Chapels are 
charged with Irregulari ity in their Miſſion, and Want 
of Authority to officiate in this Country. But, from 
what has been already ſaid, I hope it Plainly ap- 
pears, that this Objection is 'of no Force, for it pro- 
ceeds upon a Suppoſition, that the Biſhops of Scot» 
ay are in the plenary Exerciſe of their Authorie 
7, and in the full Enjoyment of external Juriſdic- 
= which is falſe in Fact. For, with reſpect to 
external Juriſdiction; whereof they are Viſibly de- 
prived, and without which they can in no Pro- 
priety. be ſtiled Governors for God, de. fado, ſince 
Govertment is neceſſarily connected with exter- 
pal Juriſdiction; ſuch as receive Orders from them 
are, by the Laws, reſtrained from the publick 
Exerciſe of their Functions, and by Conſequence 
rendered incapable of preſerving, the ck 
Worthip, of God; and Men of fanguine Tem- 
pers would tell them, that it is a ridiculous Thing, 
under; ſuch a Deprivation / thus to reaſon from 
Principles, which manifeſtly ſuppoſe. them. to be 
in the plenary Exerciſe of Power, and veſted with 
the Immunities of an eſtabliſned Church. If this 
were really the Cale, I {ſhould have no Scruple to 
own the juſtice of the Objection, and all the In- 
ſerences our Author draws from it: Bur, I am a- 
fraid, he very much!berrays his Weakneſs, when 
he talks of oppoſing the preſent Scots Biſhops : For, 
docs the taking of Orders from an Engliſh Bi- 
hop. infer any Denial of the inherent Right ot 

the Biſhops of Scotland? By no Means. Or, is the 
Preſervation of the publick Worſhip of God to 
be conſtrued an Oppoſition to them, When they 
themſelves are unhappily deprived of all * 
24 Or- 
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Worſhip? J hope the Biſhops of Scotland ſhall ne- 
ver render themſelves obnoxious to ſuch an ir» | 
religious Imputation. The. Miniſters of the li- 
cenled Chapels are far from begrudging them ths 
Let ſuch of the Laity as have been baptized. into 
the Communion of the Epiſcopal Church of 
Scotland, ſtill ive in Communion with their Bi- 
ſhops, and pay all Chriſtian Submiſſion to their 
Authority, as far as the Circumſtances. of the 
Times can poſſibly admit; but then let them re- 
member, that, when they were baptized into the 
Communion of the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, 
they were alſo baptized into the Communion; of 
the Catholick Church of Chriſt, whereof: the 
Church of Scotland is but a very ſmall Part; and 
that conſequently, by their baptilmal Engagements, 
and by the eternal Laws of Catholick Unity 
and Love, they are bound to hold Communion 
with all ſuch. Chriſtian. Churches as may be 
deemed Parts of the Catholick Church, whenever 
the Providence of God calls them to it. The 
Catholick Church is made up of many particular 
Churches, who hold the fame Faith and Wor- 
ſhip, and all theſe particular Churches, upon all 
fitting Occaſions, according to the generous. and 
comprehenſive Spiri it of Catholick Love, ought to 
hold viſuble Communion with each other, in ce- 
lebrating the Myſteries of their common Religion. 
Ihis is an eſſential Branch of Catholick Communi- 
on, and ſor this very Reaſon Love is ſtiled the Bond 
of Pe, Fettneſs. To diſſuade the Laity of Scotland, 
therefore, from joining in Communion with the 
licenſed Chapels, 15 not only to make them vio- 
late 


30 

late their baptiſmal Covenant, but alſo, on the 
Matter, to cut them off from Catholick Commu- 
nion, and deſtroy the Unity of the Catholick 
Church; unleſs the Church of Scotland is to be 
Ly Cconfidered as the whole Catholick Church, and 
tere were no Salvation out of her particular 
Communion. All Chriſtian Churches ought to 
give to one another reciprocal Pledges of Love 
and Affection: And what can be more facred 
and important Pledges of Love than mutual 
Communion in the Myſteries of Chriſt? The 
genuine Badge of a particular Chriſtian Church 
3 Love to all the Members of the Catholick 
Church: By this ſball all Men know that ye are my 
Diſciples, if ye love one anther, fays our bleſſed Sa- 
ihr. And what can poſſibly be a more ſignifi- 
cat Expteſſion of our Love to one another, than 
1 vifible Communion in the publick Catholick 
Worſhip? By this means the World muſt fee 
and know us to be the Diſciples of Chriſt, and 
not the Diſciples of particular Leaders. 

When our Author teils us, That Prieſts and 
Deacons, by the Canons of the Church, ought 
THto act in Subordinantion to the Biſhop of the 
© Dioceſe wherein they live, and that, if they oſ- 
© ficrate without his Leave, or by the Authority 
© of any other Biſhop, both they that act, and he 
that authorifes them to act, are involved in the 
Guilt of Schiſm, and are liable to Depoſition, 
1 muſt take the Freedom to tell him, that, by this 
Way of Reaſoning, he diſcovers himſelf to be ve- 
ry little converſant in the Canon Lew ; for all the 
Canons of the Church, to which his Objection 
refers, do moſt apparently preſuppoſe the ple- 
2210 nary 
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nary Exerciſe of eccleſiaſtick Authority; and ĩt 
has been the conſtant Opinion of the Catholick 
Church, that theſe Canons, which were to be ob- 
ſerved in its more ſettled State, were to be ſuper- 
ſeded in Times of Perſecution and publick Diſ- 
orders, as appears when the Arian Biſhops, by 
the Authority of the Emperors, were turned out 
of ſome of the great Sees; for the Biſhops that 
were in Poſſeſſion ordained others to ſucceed 
them, without judging themſelves bound by the 
Canons of the Church in ſuch Caſe. 
I muſt own alſo, that I am ſomewhat at a Loſs 
to know what is meant by the Dioceſſes of the 
Scots Biſhops ; for, if I am not miſinformed, in 
a Convention which they held ſome Time ago, 
they came to tliis Reſolution, that, if Epiſcopacy 
ſhould be reſtored in Scotland, they would reſign 
their preſent Dioceſles to the Diſpoſal of the King, 
and betake themſelves to ſuch as he ſhould aps 
point them; which, tho it was indecd a greater 
Proof of their Loyalty than of their Regard fat 
the intrinſick Power of the Church, yet ſurely it 
betrayed a Conſciouſneſs of ſome Nullity or Inva- 
lidity in their prefent Claims to a Dioceſan Power. 
would alſo adviſe our Author to be more {par- 
ing and reſerved in his Cenſures and Anathemas : 
He would gain more Reſpect, and add more 
Weight to his Arguments, had he ſomewhat 
leis of the Wiſdom which is from beneath, and 
ſomewhat more of the Wiſdom which is from a- 
bove ; for ſuch as are il-natured, perhaps, might 
lay, that none are more apt to be fond of Inno- 
vations, and conſequently incur the Guilt of 
Schiſm, than ignorant, wrathful, uncharitable and 
aluming 
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aſſuming Pedagogues; for ſuch 'are the Perſons 
who commenly delight in conjuring up the Spirit 
of Faction, blowing the Coals of Diſſention, break- 


ing the Bonds of Catholick Unity, which are the 


Bonds of Meckneſs, Humility, Gentleneſs, Peace- 
ableneſs, Moderation and Charity; and ſuch are 
the Perſons who pique themſelves in aſpiring to 
arbitrary and deſpotick Claims; the grand Source 
of all theſe Schiſms and Diſſentions which have 
plagued, corrupted and diſhonoured the Church 
of Chriſt.—Before I leave this Argument 1 muſt 
obſerve, with all becoming Submiſſion, that, if 
the late Introduction of certain novel Rites into 
the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, derived from 
the Example of the nonjurant Clergy of England, 
was ſo prejudicial to the Intereſts of Scots Epiſco- 
pacy, as to occaſion a Schiſm among the Clergy, 
which compelled ſome of them to ſubject them- 
ſelves to the Juriſdiction of a certain nonjurant Eng- 
k/> Biſhop, he has thereby diſcovered, by far, a 
more Catholick and forbearing Spirit, by admit- 
ting them to Communion with him, without the 
Practice of theſe Uſages, than the Innovators in 
Scotland did by impoſing them as indeſpenſible 


Terms of Communion. © 


As for our Author's Syllogiſm, it is indeed ſo 
pitifully weak, that even a Novice would be a- 
ſhamed of it, for the Enumeration in the major 
Propoſition is manifeſtly imperfect, and one of 
its Members moſt certainly falſe, and, if reduced 
to due and ample Form, ought to ſtand thus. 

If the Biſhops of Scotland are lawful Biſhops, 
in the Plenitude of external Juriſdiction, and con- 


ſequently Goyernors for God of the Church ol 
- Scotland, 
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Feotlund, then Mr. Grant, Mt. Paul, and the 


Eigliſb ordained Clergy, who act, not in Oppoſi- 


tion to them, but by Virtue of Catholick Ordi: 
nation from the Engliſh Biſhops, for preſerving 
the publick Worſhip of God, act in Oppoſition 
to God. LES n 
„But the Biſhops of Scotland are lawful Biſhops, 
in the Plenitude of external Juriſdiftion,- and con- 
ſequently Governors for God of the Church of 
Scotland: 1 99] e 

Therefore Mr. Grant, Mr. Paul, and the 
Engliſh ordained Clergy, who act, not in Oppo- 


ſition to them, but by Virtue of Catholick Ordi- 


nation from the Engliſh Biſhops, for preſerving the 
publick Worſhip of God, act in Oppoſition to 
God. Ls 
How glaring, then, does the Ridicule appear, 
when the Syllogiſm is thus fairly ſtated accordin 
to the true Rules of Logick ? For can any Thin 
be more ridiculouſly falſe? And if our Letter- 


Writer ſees not the Fallacy of it, it muſt either be 


for Want of Honeſty or Capacity, or both, which 
T ſhould not be willing to impute to him. ; 
Our Author's only remaining Gbjection is as 


follows. That the Biſhops and Clergy now e- 


< ſtabliſhed in England are Succeſſors to Dr. Tillot- 
yy and his Adherents, is undeniable : That a 
© Breach was made at the Revolution, that is, 
that the Church of England was divided into 
* two Communions, the one headed by Biſhoj 
* Sancroft, the other by Dr. Tillotfon, and that 


that Diviſion till ſubſiſts, is Matter of Fact. 


© That therefore the preſently eſtabliſhed Biſhops 
and Clergy of the Church of England are Schiſ- 
| 3 MALiCKS, 


| 34 
maticks, if the Doctor — his Followers were ſo, 
is paſt Doubt. To know then which of the 
two Communions, now claiming the Title of 
the Church of Exgland, is the true Communion, 
we have only to inquire, whether the Commu» 
nion of Biſhop Sancroft and his Adherents, the 

Predeceſſors of the one, or of Dr. Tillotſon and 
© his Followers, the Predeceſſors of the other, 
* was the true Communion : And, if you'll be- 
lieve the Pamphleteer, (from whom our Au— 
thor tranſcribes) this Queſtion may be ſoon re- 
* ſolved. He ſays, that Biſhop Saxcroft's was the 
lawful, and Tillotſon's the unlawful Communion: 
And he gives this Reaſon for faying fo, that Dr. 
Sancroft,. being once lawful Biſhop of Canterbu- 
ry, Primate and Head of the Church of England, 
* could not, according to the fundamental Laws 
* of the Church, be depoſed from his Office, nor 
* his People looſed from their Allegiance to him, 
but by an eccleſiaſtical Sentence, lawfully and 
canonically pronounced againſt hin. He adds, 
that as no ſuch Sentence did ever in Fact paſs a- 
gainſt him, ſo he never deſerved it ſnould have 
paſſed; becauſe he was pious in his Life, ſound 
in the Faith, and died maintaining the Prin- 
ciples of the Church of England, and the Go- 
ſpel. Dr. Sancroft therefore continued the 
true Biſhop of Canterbury, and Head of all the 
Church of England, notwithſtanding of his Lay- 
Deprivation by King William and his Conven- 
tion; and Tillotſon, by withdrawing that Obe- 
dience which he had ſworn to him, as his Bi- 
ſhop, became guilty of Perjury, by invading 
his See, a Robber and a Schiſmatick ; and his 
Con- 
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| © Companions in Sal Rebels to the Church, 
and Separatiſts from her Communion.” | 
From this hobbling Stile, and theſe hallowed 
Principles, does our Author draw ſeveral dam- 
natory Concluſions, which are good for nothing 
elſe but to frighten weak and well-meaning 
People, and which are fully as worthy a Gradu- 
ate of the College of Doudy, as either an eccleſi- 
aſtical or Lay Proteſtant. FO X 
One might flatter himſelf that the preſent af- 
flicted State of our Epiſcopal Church would 
inſpire her Members with Chriſtian Prudence and 
Moderation, and make them cantious of provok- 
ing the Reſentment of any Set of Men, and eſpe- 
cially fuch a powerful Body as the eftabliſhed 
Clergy of England; but, if all of them ſhould be 
poſſeſſed with the malignant Spirit of our Au- 
thor, and, inſtead of learning the peaceable Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs under their Afflictions, are 
grown perverſe, frantick, and imperious: As 
Afflictions are uſually the laſt Method Providence 
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- makes Uſe of to reclaim an unadviſeable People, 
. the judicial Hand of God muſt be in it; their fi- 
] nal Deſtruction haſtens apace, and ſuch an af- 
- ſuming and pertinacious Race muſt die unpitied 
- and unlamented by all good Men, becaufe they have 
8 hated all Council, and deſpiſed the Chaſtening of the 
Þ Lord. But I hope by far better Things of them, and 
- that their preſent depreſſed State will teach them 
- to join the Wifdom of the Serpent with the Inno- 
» cence of the Dove. Sure I am our Author, in 
- this Objection, diſcovers an higher Pitch of Ar- 
g rogance and Uncharitableneſs than even the 
8 Church of Rome itlelf ; for, tho they hold the 
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Greek: Church to be Hereticks and Schiſmaticks; 
yet they don't re-ordain ſuch of them as come 
over to their Communion, which. j is an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Validity even of Schiſmatical 
Ordination. 

It is very true, indeed, hen a Call « * 
Houſe was made after the Revolution, requiring 
the Members to take the Oaths, there were eight 
Biſhops who abſented themſelves: Whereupon a 


Bill was brought in ſor all Perſons to take the Oaths 


by a prefixt Day, under ſeveral Penalties and For- 
— Such of the Clergy as would not take them 
were to be ſuſpended for the Ferm of ſix Months, 
and at the End thereof to be deprived; which 
indeed was the unhappy Fate of Dr. Sancroft and 
bis Adherents. Meanwhile + this Archbiſhop 
Pes a Commiſſion. to all the Biſhops of his 
rovince, or to any three of them, in Conjuncs 
tion with: the Bilhop of London, to conſecrate Bi- 
thops. for filling the vacant Sees, and:exerciſe his 
metropolitan Authority during Pleaſure... Could 
— 5 Coplecrations made in conſequence 
of ſuch Commiſſion be ſaid to be uncanonical ? 
Or could any Breach be made by it in the Succeſ- 
Gon of Bilhops ? And if the Conſecration of Bi- 
ſhops, by virtue of this Commiſſion, had been an 
unkwftul and ſchiſmatical Act, would Dr. San- 
croft, as Primate 4 all England, authoriſed others 
to couſecrate them 
I would allo ober ve, that the Engliſh Biſhops, 
in the Year 1660, had, by common Conſent, 
refolved to except out of their Patents to their 
Chanccliors the Power of giving Inſtitution in- 


to Beneſices, which the Chancellors were uſed to 


do 


LR” — —— 


* + i 
do in the Abſence of the Biſhops ; in conſequence 
whereof the Biſhops became perſonally obliged 
to make the Clergy take the Oaths before they 
granted them Inſtitution. But the eight Biſho 
being willing to decline this Piece of Troub 
and, at the fame Time, prevent the Actions 
of Quure impedit, re- inſtated the Chancellors, and 
gave them Power of granting Inſtitution, which 
they knew could not be done without admini- 
ſtring the Oaths. Would honeſt and conſcientis 
dus Men, then, as in the Judgment of Charity 
wie are bound to believe the Engliſhß Biſhops were, 
have given their Authority to Laymen to 
Admiſſion into Benefices, and do Things unlaw- 
ful in their own Nature, as the taking the Oaths 
to an Uſurper againſt the lawful King moſt cer- 
tainly are? Theſe Engliſh Biſhops, therefore, 
could not poſſibly judge ſuch Actions unlawful, 
uncanonical and ſchiſmatical, otherways they 
would never have given Commiſſion for doing 
them: For tho poſitive Laws and Canons, made 
for. external Peace and good Order, may be 
diſpenſed with in extraordinary Caſes, yet moral 
Laus are immutable, and perpetually binding in 
all Circumſtances, unleſs we admit the Caſuiſtry 
of che Jeſuits. 175 

When the deprived Biſhops had continued for 
above a whole Year without doing any Thing, 
or pretending to the Exerciſe of any Epiſcopal 


Function, Queen Mary, to whom the King had 


committed the whole Affairs of the Church, ſent 
the Earl of Rocheſter and Sir John Trevor, who 
had great Credit with them, to ask them, Whether, 
if an Act could be obtained, excuſing them from 
taking 


38 

taking the Oaths, they would execute their Func- 
tions as formerly? To which they made no Re- 
Ply, but that they would live quietly, and keep 
themſelves cloſe ſor the preſent. Whereupon the 
Government ſound they were at laſt under a Ne- 
ceſſity to fill the vacant Sees, and accordingly 
made Choice of ſuch as were generally eſteemed 
the moſt learned, the wiſeſt and beſt Men in the 
Church; only their being for a Toleration to 
the Diſſenters was mightily objected againſt 
them by their Enemies. Dr. Tillotſon, a Man oſ 
no Ambition, the fineſt Preacher of the Age, and 
the greateſt Ornament of the Proteſtant Church 
in his Day, ſucceeded in the Archiepiſcopate; 
who, tho for a long Time he earneſtly ſtrug- 
gied againſt it, as foreſeeing what a Scene of 
Trouble and Slander he muſt enter upon in the 
Decline of Life, yet at laſt, by the repeated Im- 
portunity of the Queen, who had an high Opini- 
on of his Merit, was prevailed on to accept it. 
I would now ask all ſuch as are impartial, he- 
ther, when Dr. Sancrofi devolved his metropolitan 
Powers, by Commiſſion, on others, and concur- 
red with the other deprived Biſhops in impower- 
ing their Ghancellors to give Inſtitution into Be- 
nefices, and refuſing to exerciſe his Function at- 
ter the paeifick Offer made by Queen Mary, ſuch 
a Behaviour might not be juſtly conſtrued a Re- 
ſignation of his Office? With reſpe& to Dr. Sau- 
creſt in particular, tho he may be faid, in one 
Senſe, to have died in a State of Separation from 
the eſtablied Church of Eugland, he never 
would oun it by any publick Declaration, and 
never did he publiſh any Thing relating to. it: 
Alti: One 
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One therefore might . his - Death 
would have put an End to the Schiſm then pro- 
jecting, as the Archbiſhop had never aſſerted: his 
Right, which was to be deemed, at leaſt, a tas 
cit Renounciation of it. With what Modeſty 
and Candour then does our Letter- Writer aſſert, 
that the venerable Dr. Tillotſon, by withdrawing 
his Obedience which he had ſworn to Archbi- 
ſhop Sancroft, became guilty of Perjury, and, by 
invading his See, a Robber -and Schiſmatick, 
when Sancroft never ſo much as once claimed his 
Right, but ſupinely deſerted his Function, ſub- 
mitted to his Lay-Deprivation, and conſequently 
renounced his Pretenſions? Archbiſhop Tillatſon 
met with the ſame Slanders during his Life, which 
gave him much Trouble and Concern ; and tho 
they could not terrify him from the Duties of his 
Function, nor exaſperate the native Meekneſs of 
his Temper, they were thought to have ſhortned 
that great Man's Days. But this, it ſeems, was 
not ſufficient; our Letter-Writen that he may 
break his own Teeth, by gnawing the Virtues 
of others, muſt rake even into the Aſhes of the 
Dead, and murder his pious Memory ; who, du- 
ring his Life, did, on all Occaſions, great Services 
to the Chief of his Opponents: And, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſpiteful Malice of our Lover of Truth. 
it is certain the Majority of the Biſhops, and all 
the inferior Clergy, except a ſmall Handiul, 
lived and died in full Communion with Dr. 7i- 
lotſon, which I think an Argument of great 
Weight in his Behalf: And as no Alterations 
were made, by his Promotion, either in the Ru- 
brick or other Parts of the common Prayer, ſucl 
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as ſeparated from the eſtabliſhed Church could 
not pretend that they adhered to the ancient 
Church of England, in oppoſition to ſuch as were 
introducing new Models. Dr. Ken alſo, Biſhop 
of Bath and Wells, who was deprived, wrote” a 
Paper perſuading the Clergy to take the Oaths, 
and came to London with a Reſolution to go to 
the Houſe and take them himſelf, but was pre- 
vailed on by ſome zealous Friends to change his 
Mind. Dr. Sherlock likeways, a Man of great 
Piety, Learning and Integrity, thought the Go- 
vernment had a thorough Settlement after King 
James went from Ireland, and took the Oaths ac- 
_—_y for which indeed he was ſeverely lam- 


pooned by ſuch as at that Time poſſeſt the bene- 


ficent 'Temper of our Author, notwithſtanding 


whereof ſome followed his Example. 


Perhaps it may be here proper to obſerve, that 
Dr. Sancreft and his Adherents, before they with- 
drew, moved the Houſe for a Bill of Toleration 
and Comprehenſion. Now, I would fain know 
whether this Motion, according to our Author's 
Sentiments, may be termed an aſſerting or main- 
taining the Principles of the Church of England? 
Or whether it was made only for a Shew of 


Moderation? Sure I am Dr. Sancroft's Followers 


have loaded Dr. Tillotſon and his Adherents with 
an indefeaſible Succeſſion of Calumnies for their 
Lenity to Diſſenters, and the Countenance they 
gave to Toleration: And all our Author's Out- 
cries againſt the licenſed - Chapels, tho they are 
obvioully introduced on the Dictates of Conſcience, 
and the Right of private Judgment, muſt be con- 
ſtrued as ſo many Declarations, both againſt Com- 

prehen- 
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prehenfion and Toleration: So that, were Epi- 
{copacy - reſtored, and our Author conſecrated 
Archbiſhop of Sf. Andrews, our Enemies perhaps 
would ſay, that we might ſoon expect to ſee our 
native Soil, which he fo much reveres, become a 
Theatre for the fame Tragedies that were ated 
upon it during the Reign of King Charles the Se- 
cond. And tho' theſe Severities may be conſi- 
dered only, as Retaliations for the horrid Oppreſ- 
ſions which the Epiſcopalians ſuffered from the 
Presbyterians under the Reign of King Charles 
the Firſt, yet, as the Chriſtian Religion requires us 
to return Good for Evil, ſo in Fact they proved in 
ſome Meaſure the Bane of the Epiſcopal Order 
at laſt. Our Author therefore muſt be a very 
bad Politician ; for ſuch high Claims of Power 
are very unlikely to inſpire cither the Nobility or 
Commons of Scotland with favourable Sentiments 
of the Epiſcopal Hierarchy, or remove the Pre- 


| Judices of their Enemies. None, I believe, can 


juſtify the Presbyterians for riſing in Rebellion a- 
gainſt King Charles, on Pretence of Religion, for 
this would juſtify a ſimilar Conduct in the Epi- 
ſcopalians ; but it is an inconteſtible Matter of Fact, 
that the Lenity and Moderation of Dr. Tillotſon, 
and his Adherents, contributed more to the Se- 
curity of the Church of England at home, and to 
her Reputation abroad, than all the wholeſom 
Severities of their Opponents, either before or at- 
terwards, SFO: 

But, ſays our truly Catholick Author, Dr. San- 
© crof?, being once lawful Biſhop of Canterbury, 
Primate and Head of the Church of England, 


could not, according to the fundamental _ 
| * q 
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of the Church, be depoſed from his Office, not 
his People looſed from their Allegiance to hi 
but by an eccleſiaſtick Sentence, lawfully and 
* canonically pronounced againſt him ; and, as no 
* ſuch Sentence did ever in Fact paſs againſt him, ſo 
* he never deſerved it ſhould have paſſed, becauſe 
he was pious in his Life, ſound in the Faith, 
* and died maintaining the Principles of the 
Church of Exgland and the Goſpel. Dr. San- 
* croft continued therefore the true Biſhop of Cau- 
* terbury, and Head of all the Church of England, 
* notwithſtanding his Lay-Deprivation by King 
Villiam and his Convention. Whether Dr. 
Sancroft deſerved to be deprived, is a Queſtion 
that relates to the Prerogatives of the Legiſlature, 
and does not affect the ſucceeding Ordinations of 
the eſtabliſhed Church of England, becauſe they 
were conferred by ſuch Perſons as had been re- 
gularly and canonically conſecrated. What I 
would obſerve is, that our Author is here ſo very 
generous as to diſcover a greater Concern for Dr. 
Sancroft's Rights, than ever he thought proper to 
do himſelf: And if Lay-Deprivations are unca- 
nonical, as being Uſurpations on the intrinſick 
Power of the Church, I am afraid our Author 
will involve himſelf in ſuch Difficulties as per- 
haps may prove inextricable. By the Act of U- 
niformity, under King Charles the Second, which 
was molt certainly an Act of Lay-Power, and 
not an eccleſiaſticx Decree, ſome hundreds were 
deprived ; and ſome of them, at leaſt, I believe, 
were both pious in their Lives and ſound in the 
Faith; and yet I fancy neither our Author, nor 
any of his Party, ever complained of this w_ 
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Encroachment on the intrinſick Power of the 
Church. And I find in Queen El/aberh's Reign, 
that no leſs, I may fay, than the whole Bench of 
Biſhops were all at once deprived by an Act of 
Parliament, and Parker, by virtue of Queen E- 
k/abeth's Lay-Supremacy, was conſecrated Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury by only one ſuffragan Biſhop, 
and three others who ſurvived Queen Mary's 
Reign, but all of them without Sees; for the o- 
ther Biſhops appointed, refuſed to concur in the 
Ceremony. Here was by far an higher Act of 
Lay-Power than what was exerciſed at the Re- 
yolution ; and if Lay-Deprivations are Encroach- 
ments on the intrinſicx Power of the Church, if 
they be invalid and uncanonical, What a beauti- 
ful Imputation does this caſt on the Refarmation, 
which, according to our Letter-Writer's Prin- 
Ciples, muſt be looked upon as a moſt horrid 
Complication of Sacrilege and Ufurpation? And 
as the Biſhops of the Epiſcopal Church of Scot- 
land originally derived their Ordination from the 
Engliſh Bilhops, the Scots Orders at preſent, as 
they muſt be ultimately reſolved into the fame 
unhallowed Source, mult be ſchiſmatical and pol- 
lated, and by neceſſary Conſequence all their Sa- 
craments mult be defiled. For as the Reforma- 
tion was begun and carried on by veſting the Su- 
premacy of the Church in King Hezry the Eight, 
and King Edward the Sixth, which was lodging 
of ſpiritual Power in the Pertons of Lay-Men, ſo 
the four Biſhops who conſecrated Archbithop 
Parker were made and conſecrated Bilhops them- 
ſclves, in conſequence of the Kings of England 
being created Head of the Church by * Lay- 

ower 
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Power of an Engliſ Parliament; and, in King 
I Edward's Reign, Biſnops were created not by 
Congẽ d Elires, but by Letters Patent under the 


Great Seal. All E piſcopal Orders thetefore in 
1 Scotland, in our Anh Sentiments, mult neceſ- 
ſarily be ſchiſmatical, ſpurious and illegitimate; 
and 8 our Scots Epiſcopalians are really deſirous 

| of having what they may eſteem holy Orders in- 

deed, 1 ſee no other Courſe they can poſlibly take, if 
they follow the Direction of our Author's Prin- 

; ciples, but to apply immediately to his Hbline/5 at 

4 | Nome for them; and whether that will ſubject them 
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to a foreign. Juriſdition or no, I leave the World 
to judge. 

I am not aware of any Thing that can juſtly 
militate againſt this Reaſoning, unleſs it ſhould 
be ſaid, that Lay Deprivations are valid under a 
rightful Sovereign, otherways not. Whereupon 
J would obſerve, that Queen Eliſabeth's Right 
to the Crown, as being Daughter to King Henry 
the Eight, was controvertible, as his firſt Queen 
would never acknowledge her Marriage to have 
been unlawful ; beſides, Anne Boleyn was marri- 
ed to King Henry, and with Child of Eliſabeth, 
ſeveral Months before the Sentence of Divorce 
was finally pronounced - by Archbiſhop Cranmer. 
Queen Marys Parliament had alſo declared King 
Henry's firſt Marriage law ful and valid; and, up- 
on her Death, Mary Queen of Stotr, by virtue 
of this AR, claimed the- Crown of England, as 
being the next Heir, and put the Arms of Eng- 
bud on all her Furniture: And, as the Engliſh 
Parliament, upon Queen E!. i/abeth's Acceſſion, 


were of Opinion that the Crown purged all De- 
fects, 
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her Father, 400 rather 


Qyeen Elifabeth's Title was only parliamentary 


7 1 7 


[45% J 

ſects, and that 10815 bb nibbdene to look 
back to Things that would caſt a Reprdach on 
pr jadice- than 7 
her Title; fo they only paſſed a general Act, 
ſerting the Lawfulneſs of her Deſcent, wee — 

Right to the Crown, rather than any ſpecial Re- 
peal of the Act of Queen Mary, whereby. ſhe 
was ſet aſide, and declared illegitimate. Thus 


at beſt, The Parliamentary or Lay-Deprivati- 
ons, at the Revolution, were therefore of equal 
Authority with thoſe under her glorious and au- 
ſpicious Reign. I would therefore ask our Au- 
thor, whether, according to the native Driſt of his 
Principles, there can be any ſuch Thing as Puri- 
ty of Orders in the Weſtern Churches of Europe, 
but ſuch as are to be found in the Church of 
Rome ? And whether, on ſuch a Suppoſition, the 
Reformation was not a damnable Sin? 

Thus, I preſume, 1 have fully anſwered the 
Letter-Writer's Objections, and conſequently 
ſhewn the Abſurdity of all the Inferences he 
would draw from them ; for, it his Principles are 
falſe, his Inferences muſt be ſo too. I ſhall con- 
clude with obſerving, that ſuch abſtruſe and per- 
plex ed Queſtions. cannot appertain to the Eſſence 
of Religion, as they are beyond the Capacities or 
Opportunities of the Bulk of the Laity; for what- 
ever is neceſſary and eſſential muſt be level to 
the Capacities and Opportunities of all Men : Be- 


ſides, Party-Diſputes have generally a fatal Influ- 


ence on real Religion, by diverting our Attention 
from what is more ſolid and ſubſtantial, and by 
leading us to ſubſtitute Party-Zeal in Room of 

the 
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the Temper and Spirit of Chriſt, wherein the 'ef. 


Ential--Beauty of Religion conſiſts. I heartily 
pray that all the religious Denominations among 
us; would fervently unite their Endeavours for 
engaging Men to keep the Commandments of God, 
and the Faith of Jeſus, and be leſs foreward to in- 
liſt them under the hoſtile Enſigns of Party and 
Faction. I pray God may teach us how to diſ- 
ſer without Malice, and how to diſſent from one 
another without Uncharitableneſs; and that he 
may pour out on Men of all Perſuaſions a large 
Meaſure of that Viſdom which is from above, which 
&s. firſt. pure, and then peaceable ; gentle and eaſy to 
ke intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, without 
Partiality and without Hypocriſy; and then we ſhall 
learn to differ and not diſagree. 
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